Minutes of the V.C Meeting held on 17.12.2024 with RRC and Stakeholder
Departments and Authorities in the implementation of projects taken up as
per Hon’ble National Green Tribunal Order in OA 673/2018 and other
related issues.

The meeting was held on 17.12.2024 through VC for evaluation of the present status of
polluted river stretches, as per the decisions on CS review Meeting held on 16.11.2024.

Meeting was chaired by Sri. Suneel Pamidi, IFS, Director, Department of Environment
and Climate Change. Smt Sreekala S, Chairperson, KSPCB, Dr. Sheela A M, Member Secretary,
KSPCB, Sri. Sajeev Rathnakaran, Chief Engineer, KWA (WASCON), Sri. Muhammad Huwaiz,
Joint Director (SWAG), Dr. Gopakumar, Health Officer, Thiruvanthapuram Corporation,
Secretaries of concerned Local Bodies, Smt. Kavitha , Director (LWM) Suchitwa Mission, CE
Irrigation and other officers concerned were present.

Member Secretary, KSPCB was asked to make the presentation. As per the Order of
Hon’ble NGT in OA 673/2018, based on the study by CPCB, 21 river stretches in Kerala were
included among the 351 polluted river stretches identified in India in 2018. And as per 2022
CPCB report, 11 river stretches were delisted and 8 new river stretches were added. As of now
total number of polluted river stretches reduced to 18. Polluted river stretches based on BOD are
classified under different priorities. Actions taken to improve the quality of water in the stretches
were enquired by the Director.

I. Thiruvanathapuram District

In 2018, the stretch of River Karamana from Melekkadavu to Thiruvallam was identified as
polluted and action plan was prepared based on sanitation survey by different stakeholders.
Killiyar River passing through the city on the southern part of Thiruvananthapuram City is
mainly responsible for the pollution of River Karamana. MS said that many actions are still
pending. Though Trivandrum is having common STP, high priority stretch falls in
Thiruvananthapuram City. Rehabilitation of sewer lines in Trivandrum city and stoppage of over
flow from pumping stations in the City are to be done urgently done by Kerala Water Authority
in order to avoid any sewage entering into the drains in Thiruvananthapuram City.

The SE of KWA mentioned that there are 100 wards in the corporation, of which only 43 wards
have sewerage facilities. Out of these, 21 wards have full coverage, and 22 wards have partial
coverage. The main issue faced is that overflows lead to contamination reaching the river,
particularly in the Moonattumukku area. MS emphasized that the Corporation and KWA needs
to identify houses with the sewer connections of Kerala Water Authority and that without sewer



connections and where it is not possible, retrofitting measures/ decentralized facilities can be
adopted in such cases.

Plan on the houses having sewage connection and others is to be urgently submitted to PCB.
They highlighted that in many areas, concrete slab has been laid above the drains and is difficult
to identify the bypass canal. Dr. Gopakumar, Health Officer of Corporation responded, stating
that a detailed survey is necessary. Member Secretary said that in the Trivandrum city where
sewer lines were laid, high rise buildings are not providing sewage treatment plant and thus a
large quantity of waste water enters the sewer pipeline system from individual high rise buildings
and this in turn results in the overflow of manholes in the downstream causing bypass into the
nearby drain. Hence rehabilitation of old pipelines is to be given high priority. MS then enquired
when new sewer lines are ready, whether the load can be catered by the existing treatment plant
and KWA needs to give a report on the same. The SE of Kerala Water Authority (KWA)
informed that during rain, rainwater also flows through the sewer system. Thus diluted sewage
reaches the sewage treatment system. Joint efforts are needed by the Corporation and Kerala
Water Authority to avoid any entry of rain water/ground water through manhole in to the
sewerage system.

Major pending actions in action plan prepared was presented, it seems that there is an ongoing
issue in the Poonthura Beema Pally ward under the Thiruvananthapuram Corporation, where the
planned sewer network as per the 2018 action plan has not yet been implemented. According to
the information provided by Kerala Water Authority (KWA) WASCON, a Detailed Project
Report (DPR) is being prepared to address this gap. However, MS has emphasized the urgency
of taking action to resolve the above said issues and also the issue related to Kuriyathi Thodu,
Thekkanakara, Parvathyputhanar to prevent the entry of liquid/solid waste into the water bodies.

In 2022, the stretch of River Karamana Along Aruvikkara and Along Moonattumukku was
included in Polluted river stretches under priority 3.The Director inquired about the actions taken
in the new polluted river stretch, which includes Uzhamalakkal and Aruvikkara Gram
Panchayats (GP) in Thiruvananthapuram. In response, the JD of the LSGD provided an update,
stating that a proposed FSTP is planned for Kallikadu. Further details of the project and the
actions taken are to be updated.

Action plan is to be prepared and implemented for the new stretch of Aruvikkara in the River
Karamana. In 2022, new Rivers namely, Neyyar (Priority 1V), Vamanapuram (Priority IV),
Ayroor (Priority V) and Mamom (Priority V) were also added to the list. Along the new stretch
of Neyyar, with door-to-door collection currently at less than 50%, the Director has directed the
JD of the Waste Management Cell to assess the situation and plastic collection via authorized
collectors should be efficient.



A FSTP was proposed at Azhoor; however, due to public protests, Smt. Kavitha, Director,
Liquid Waste Management of Suchitwa Mission has indicated that the plant will need to be
relocated, and a new site need to be identified for its construction.

The Irrigation Department has stated that the removal of waste along the Parvathy Puthanar is
ongoing, with 930 tonnes of waste removed so far. Since only 20% of the work on the
Karimadam tank improvements has been completed, inquiries regarding the pending tasks,
including de-silting, sheet piling, under preparation, and fencing, were made to the SEE,
Irrigation. The pollution of Karimadam tank also needs urgent attention. Solid waste
management in the different local bodies through which polluted stretch of rivers flow was also
discussed. It was instructed to update the sewage management system in each local body.

II. Pathanamthitta

Polluted river stretch included in Pathanamthitta is Pamba (Priority V). The Member Secretary
mentioned that there is currently an operational Sewage Treatment Plant (STP) at Sabarimala. It
is to be ensured that entire sewerage is diverted to this sewage treatment plant. STP at Pamba is
not working properly and proper treatment facility is to be provided. However, an STP is
required at Nilakal and Erumeli during the Sabarimala festival season. The JD of the WM Cell
informed that two mobile STPs/FSTPs have been provided one at Ettumanoor and the other at
Nilakal. Additionally, two mobile STPs installed by AMRUT are operational at Pamba for the
festive season.

Er. Dinesh, EE, KSPCB stated that more than 10 lakh liters of wastewater are generated daily at
Nilakal, making it necessary to have a treatment plant there. The Director requested that a report
on waste water generation, along with a proposal for the STP, shall be submitted for further
actions. Dewasom Board shall take action for implementing the project.

The Director, DoECC then instructed the JD, SWAG Cell to verify the details updated in the
tables, after which a review shall be conducted including review of remaining rivers.

Directions as per the discussion:

1. All stakeholder departments shall update the details of actions taken, progress of
implementation and time limit (all stakeholder departments)

2. Conduct a door-to-door survey to gather information (Plan) about households/establishment
having sewerage connections and those having not. If the onsite system is not proper, retrofitting
facilities can be provided. (Thiruvanthapuram Corporation / KWA)

3. A survey may be conducted to find the places where rainwater enters the sewer system and
awareness program may be conducted regarding this. Action shall be taken to prevent the entry
of any sewage from sewer lines through manholes, pumping stations or pipelines into the
drains(KWA and Trivandrum Corproation)



4. As sewerage network is extended to other parts of the City, the adequacy of the existing
sewage treatment plant at Muttathara needs to estimated. (Thiruvanthapuram Corporation /
KWA)

5. Karimadam tank improvements, de-silting sheet piling/under preparation and providing
fencing pending work are to improved since only 20 % of the works are completed (Irrigation )

6. Action is to be taken to prevent the entry of waste water/wastes from the manholes, sewage
pumping stations into the Karimadom pond, Kuriyathi drain, Thenkkanakkara drain, Karamana
river, Killiyar and Parvathiputhanar.

7. Rehabilitation of old sewer lines shall be done to prevent the entry of sewage in to the drains
in the City (Thiruvanthapuram Corporation / KWA)

8. The representative from Suchitwa Mission was asked details regarding the new land to be
selected for the FSTP at Azhoor and details of new FSTP/STP/CSTP progress in the areas near
polluted stretch shall be updated (LSGD/Suchitwa Mission)

9. To finalize the DPR and accelerate the implementation of the sewer network, in Poonthura
Beema Pally ward. (Thiruvanthapuram Corporation / KWA)

10. Proper solid waste management shall be provided at Nilakal, Erumeli, Pamba and
Sannidhanam during festival season (Devaswom Board) 1

1. It shall be ensured that STP at Sannidhanam are working properly. Also it is to be ensured that
entire sewage is diverted to STP at Sannidhanam . STP at Pamba is to be properly operated
(KSPCB/Devaswom Board)

12. A report proposing a STP at Nilakal, Pamba and Erumeli shall be submitted. (KSPCB/
Devaswom Board)

13. The JD, WM cell shall ensure to update the data in the tables provided. (JD, WM ,Cell/
SWAG cell)

14. Review meeting will be arranged for discussing details remaining rivers.

Meeting was concluded at 1.15 pm.

Sd/-

Director, DoECC



