
Minutes

Agenda: Rejuvenation of Polluted River Stretches (PRSs) in the State- O.A.
No. 673/2018 (PZ) of the Hon’ble National Green Tribunal

Chair: Chief Secretary

Date & Time: 16/11/2024 at 10:00 AM

      At the outset, as instructed by the Chief Secretary the Member Secretary,
Kerala State Pollution Control Board gave a brief introduction on the
Polluted River Stretches in the State and presented the current status. List of
participants is appended as Annexure A.

1. Status of Rejuvenation of Polluted River Stretches (PRSs):

The list of 21 Polluted River Stretches (PRSs) in Kerala as
identified in 2018 by the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) has
now come down to 18. From the 21 river stretches identified earlier, 11
stretches have been delisted as a result of the consistent improvements
recorded in the water quality on account of the effective implementation
of action plans prepared specific for the PRSs. The status of 10 stretches
still figuring as polluted in the list of the 21 PRS listed earlier are as
follows. The Karamana River stretch is shifted from the Priority I to the
Priority III category, indicating an improvement in water quality. Three
stretches were upgraded to Priority V from the Priority IV category and
the status of the other six stretches remain unchanged in the Priority V
itself. However, 8 new stretches have subsequently found place in the list
due to deterioration in water quality. Of the newly added eight stretches,
five fall under the low-priority Category V, while three are included in
Category IV. Summing up, out of the existing 18 PRSs in the State, 15
stretches fall under Priority V, two under Priority IV and one under
Priority III.

The Chief Secretary observed that Kannur District has made the
most significant progress in rejuvenating the Polluted River Stretches
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(PRSs), which lead to the delisting of 4 stretches from the earlier list.
Close on the heels is Thrissur district which had managed to get three
stretches delisted; however a new polluted river stretch (under category
V) was identified in the same district. Though the pollution load of
Karamana has improved, half of the newly added PRSs ( total 4 nos. of
which 2 in Category IV & 2 in Category V) fall within the jurisdiction of
Thiruvananthapuram District, painting a grim picture on the effectiveness
of waste management efforts taken up in the district. It appears that the
river stretches in the hinterlands are also becoming polluted. Palakkad
added 2 new PRS (under Category V) while managing to delist 2(one
each in category IV & V). Kasargod managed to delist 2 PRS (both under
category V) and added one new (category V) to the list.

An effort was taken to deduce a correlation between effective solid
waste management taken up in the districts vs the quality improvements
noticed in the PRSs . It was noted that wherever there is an improvement
in solid waste management, it positively impacts both liquid waste
management and the rejuvenation of polluted water bodies.

The Chief Secretary expressed concern about the deteriorating
status of water quality in the stretches in Thiruvananthapuram. The
reasons thereof have to be assessed in detail. Special meetings with DC,
Suchitwa Mission, Joint Director may be taken up to draw action plans
for rejuvenation of PRSs. Focused drives are required for the rejuvenation
of waterbodies in Thiruvananthapuram District. Other major districts like
Ernakulam and Kozhikode shall also give due priority for curtailing
pollution of water sources.

The Chief Secretary instructed the LSGD to list the local bodies
bordering the PRSs and to conduct special review meetings/monitoring on
the waste management activities (including biowaste) of these local
bodies. Quality of waste management must be ensured. Retrofitting of On
Site Sanitary (OSS) facilities may also be reviewed. Details of FSTPs
which can cater to the area of PRSs may also be worked out. Further, as a
deterrent, penalties should be collected without fail from violators and the
amount collected is to be deposited into the corpus fund. Curtailing the
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grant to local bodies failing to recover the penalties may also be explored.
Additionally, funding for waste management projects from the corpus
fund could also be considered. PD, LSGD shall initiate action to get the
drains to water bodies mapped. Action shall be taken to close all illegal
outlets opening to such drains.

The Chief Secretary inquired with the LSGD and KSPCB whether
any evaluations, assessments have been made regarding the effectiveness
of action plans for the PRSs. Whether the existing action plans are failing
to get the intended results and if so, what more has to be done. It was
informed that monthly reviews are being taken to update the status of
action plans already drawn up and also, the quality of water is monitored
monthly. The Chief Secretary directed the River Rejuvenation Committee
to conduct assessment on what more is needed to bring improvement in
the quality of water bodies in question and to initiate action in that
direction and to further report in the subsequent meetings.

The Director (LWM), Suchitwa Mission brought up the matter of
the Attingal FSTP. The approval for the FSTP has been pending for a
long time. The Chief Secretary instructed the Director, Urban Affairs to
look into the matter and to resolve the issue as soon as possible.

Local Bodies are to discharge their obligations for effective
management of both liquid and solid wastes. The Secretaries of the local
bodies are responsible and accountable for the poor performance in waste
management at the local body level. If decisions are pending at the level
of the Council, that body may be updated on the imminent legal
requirements to be met under the waste management regime. The above
fact may be brought to the urgent notice of secretaries of local bodies
concerned.

The Principal Director, LSGD, KSPCB and other concerned
departments/authorities shall ensure compliance to the regulations
entrusted with them. The possibility and extent of utilising the Haritha
Karma Sena and MGNREGS workers for identifying sources of pollution
and reporting it to the authorities concerned shall be looked into. As these
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workers are involved in field level operations they may be the right
persons to track pollution sources.

The Chief Secretary informed that from the next meeting onwards,
the matter will be reviewed from the perspective of river rejuvenation,
pollution abatement and other relevant factors. The focus will be solely
on improving the PRSs in question. (Action: LSGD, ENVT, WRD,
KSPCB, SM, DCs)

2. STPs/CETPs/FSTPs:

The Chief Secretary instructed that STP/CETP/FSTP projects
catering to the needs of the entire State be reviewed in a separate meeting
scheduled for liquid waste management. However, a few projects were
reviewed randomly. The LSGD was directed to focus on the projects in
Varkala, Nettukaltheri and Attingal. These projects may positively
contribute to the overall improvement of liquid waste management and
water quality of PRSs in the region.

 

The Additional Director, Industries Department informed that the
matter concerning CETP Aroor is now with the Industries Department.
The Chief Secretary directed the Industries Department to expedite the
process. Regarding FSTP Munnar, the Principal Secretary, Revenue
Department informed that the land in question was resumed from KDH
Company. Additionally, it was mentioned that the land will be reassigned
to the Munnar GP within two weeks. Concerning the FSTP in Shoranur,
another parcel of land has been identified by IMPACT and the DPR for
the project needs to be prepared. The CS directed IMPACT to expedite
the necessary actions.

 

The Chief Secretary enquired about the ETP requirements for the
KSRTC Terminal at Thampanoor. Also enquired whether any ETPs are
functioning in the vicinity of the PRSs, whether the operation of such
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units are satisfactory and if there is any need for further ETPs like that
required for KSRTC. KSPCB was directed to look into the matter. The
Chief Secretary instructed the LSGD and KSPCB to monitor and ensure
regulatory compliance of Household/Institutional/Industrial
STPs/FSTPs/ETPs.

 

MS, KSPCB conveyed that stormwater drains are being drained
into the sewer network, resulting in an increased load on the sewer line
network and subsequent overflows at multiple points in
Thiruvananthapuram Corporation area. There is a possibility of
groundwater contamination from the sewer line network in low lying
areas. The Thiruvananthapuram Corporation and KWA are directed to
conduct inspections on the above issues and to take corrective actions at
the earliest. (Action: LSGD, ENVT, KSPCB, KWA)

E-flow of the rivers in the State:

The Chief Secretary inquired about the e-flow assessment of rivers.
The Deputy Chief Engineer, Irrigation & Planning, informed that the e-
flow calculation for the 40 out of 44 rivers in the State has been
completed. The e-flow calculation for 4 rivers could not be carried out
due to non-availability of adequate data. The Chief Secretary opined that
the lack of e-flow in the rivers is also a contributing factor to the pollution
in the rivers. The CE, Irrigation & Planning, further informed that
structural interventions, such as check dams are required for 27 rivers in
the State to ensure proper e-flow. The validation of the calculated e-flow
of 40 rivers is necessary and a separate committee has been constituted
for this purpose. The Chief Secretary instructed the CE, Irrigation &
Planning, to specify a time limit for completing the validation activities,
so that works and projects can be formulated/initiated soon after the
validation process is completed. (Action: WRD, ENVT)

3. Structure of presentation (PPT) of details:
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The Chief Secretary instructed the Departments/Authorities concerned
to make changes in the presentation (PPT) from the next meeting
onwards. The matters related to different polluted river stretches, progress
in definite action plans drawn up to ensure the quality of that stretch and
its rejuvenation will be the focal point of discussion. The
STP/FSPT/ETPs relevant to the PRSs alone shall be included in such
reviews. Entire liquid waste management projects of the State will be
reviewed in a separate focused meeting dedicated to liquid waste
management. The structure of the presentation shall be modified
accordingly. (Action: LSGD, ENVT, KSPCB, SM, KWA, WRD)

The meeting came to a close by 11:15 AM

SARADA MURALEEDHARAN I A S

CHIEF SECRETARY
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