
 

Minutes
 

Agenda : Review meeting on implementation of progress of
projects as per Hon'ble NGT Order in OA 673/2018 and other
related matters
Chair : Dr.A.Jayathilak, Chief Secretary
Time / Date : 4.30 PM / 13.06.2025

Participants
Sri.Seeram Sambasiva Rao IAS, Special Secretary, Environment  
Smt.Anupama.T.V IAS, Special Secretary, Local Self Government 
Sri. Suneel Pamidi. IFS. Director, Environment & Climate Change  
Dr.Binu Francis IAS, Joint Managing Director, Kerala Water
Authority. 
Smt.Sreekala.S, Chairperson, Kerala State Pollution Control Board 
Sri.SanthoshKumar.L.T, Additional Secretary, Environment  
Smt.Preetha, Additional Secretary, Local Self Government 
Sri. U.V. Jose, Executive Director, Suchitwa Mission. 
Smt. Sreedevi.P, Chief Engineer, (I&A) i/c 
Smt. Beena Thankam P.L, Deputy Chief Engineer, O/o the CE (I&A). 
Sri.Krishnan.M.N, Chief Engineer, Kerala State Pollution Control Board. 
Sri. Unnikuttan.S.S, Under Secretary, Environment Department 
Smt.Nandana.S.Pillai, Under Secretary, Local Self Government

             The meeting commenced at 4:30 pm with the Chief Secretary

in the Chair. The Special Secretary, Environment Department gave a

brief introduction into the subject matter of the Original Application

No.673/2018 and about the Polluted River Stretches (PRS)  in Kerala.

A brief detailing of the general aspects covered in the Action Plans

(APs) were presented. It was conveyed that the number of Polluted

River Stretches have come down to 18 from the earlier 21. For the 8
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new stretches which were added in 2022, Action Plans will have to be

formulated at the earliest. The Action plans shall include both liquid

waste and solid waste management plans. In stretches which need

desiltation, floodplain management, eviction of encroachments etc.

those may also be considered in the preparation of Action Plans.

          The progress in Action Plans of the earlier 21 PRS were

consolidated by KSPCB and the same was presented. The detailed

action plan points were included in the presentation. The template for

the presentation was too elaborate to be discussed at the highest level.

          The Chief Secretary directed that the elaborate templates may

be used for assessment at the Department level or the RRC level and

only concise points that require intervention at the highest level may

be presented in the future meetings. It was also inquired whether the

projects under the PRS have been integrated under the KSWMP

scheme. Special Secretary, Local Self Government Department (LSGD)

informed that this was not looked into. But projects which may be

part of the KSWMP may have been included in the APs. LSGD is

reviewing the projects individually and not as part of Action plans.

But such an effort could be made to realign the review system.

          The Chief Secretary directed that monthly meetings of RRC may

be taken and the template for assessment may be altered to provide a

clear depiction of the status of implementation of Action Plans and to

highlight the problem areas. Probable solutions to these may also be

worked out. Policy decisions and any other requirement that needs to

be taken at the State level may be brought to the notice, along with the

progress status on implementation of Action Plans.

          Regarding assessment of e-flow, it was informed by CEE,
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Irrigation Dept, that e- flow of 40 rivers have been assessed. But that

needs to be vetted further, which may take around another 6 months.

There are no single ready reckoner methodologies available for

assessment. Data from Fisheries Dept is required and help from

CWRDM has also been sought. Chief Secretary directed to enquire

whether other States have done such assessment.

DECISIONS

1. Action Plans for the newly added 8 stretches (along Neyyar,

Vamanapuram, Ayroor, Mamom, Chalakudy, Kalpathipuzha,

Korayar, Pullur) may be got prepared by the District Level Technical

Committees (DLTCs). DLTCs may prepare the Action Plans in 2

months time. Instructions to the DLTCs shall be issued in this regard.

[Action : Envt Dept, KSPCB, DLTC, Dcs (Tvm, Tsr, Plkd, Ksd)]

2. Issues relating to land and fund availability, if any, to be considered

at the State level may be presented. [Action: Departments concerned

(LSGD, WRD)]

3. E- flow data of the water bodies shall be got prepared in six

months. The best practices if any followed by other States in this

aspect may be looked into. [Action : WRD (Irrigation Dept)]

4. Progress on implementation of Action Plans will have to be

presented stretch wise in a concise manner. Department wise action

pending may also be indicated.

5. The District Collectors to monitor and ensure smooth

implementation of Action Plans. [Action : DCs concerned ( Tvm, Pta,

Ekm, Tsr, Mlpm, Kkd, Plkd, Ksd)]
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6. RRC shall meet every month to review the progress. RRC may

present the details periodically before the Chief Secretary.

The meeting came to a close by 5.10 pm.

DR A JAYATHILAK I A S

CHIEF SECRETARY
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