Minutes
Agenda : Review meeting on implementation of progress of
projects as per Hon'ble NGT Order in OA 673/2018 and other
related matters.

Chair : Sri.Seeram Sambasiva Rao, Special Secretary, Environment
Time / Date : 10.45 AM / 29.08.2025 (online)

Participants

Sri. Harshil R Meena, Director, Environment & Climate Change
Smt. Sreekala.S, Chairperson, Kerala State Pollution Control Board
Smt. Preetha KS, Additional Secretary Local Self Government

Sri. SanthoshKumar LT ,Additional Secretary, Environment

Sri. Unnikkuttan SS, Under Secretary, Environment

Sri. Muhammad Huwaiz, Joint Director (SWAG)

Officials from concerned Departments

The Chairperson, KSPCB provided an overview of the 18
polluted river stretches currently identified and emphasized the need
for preparing action plans for the newly added stretches. The Special
Secretary directed that a sample action plan be presented to District
Collectors to guide them in formulating their respective plans.
Accordingly, the Action Plan for Karamana River was presented
which was available on the website www ksrrc.in. The Special
Secretary requested the District Collectors to review the action plans
on a monthly basis and further suggested that the DLTC Chairmen be
included in the RRC discussions.

Subsequently, the Director, DoECC reviewed the progress of
action plan implementation for the rivers Karamana, Pamba,
Manimala, Periyar, Kadambrayar, Chitrapuzha, Kallayi, Kadalundi,
Tirur, and Uppala. He instructed all Stakeholder Departments to
update the status reports in a timely manner. Noting that some
dropped projects were part of the approved action plans, he
emphasized that the agency / department concerned should provide
alternative proposals or clear justification for dropped projects. He
further directed that a letter be issued to the Groundwater
Department, as their updates were found to be inadequate.




The Chairperson, KSPCB highlighted the following points

 Mmaintenance of environmental flow (e-flow) remains a critical
issue and stressed the need for expedited progress in this regard.

« Construction of dyke walls, diaphragm wall through the banks
of the river Periyar,

« Augmentation & revamping  of existing STP near
Adwaithashramam & at Aluva Market

The data updated by various Stakeholder Departments as of
August 2025, along with the details discussed in the meeting is
appended as Annexure I. The departments that have not updated the
details were directed to furnish the same within one week (The data
sheet for updating are also shared with the DCs for facilitating review
at their end.)

Decisions of the Meeting

1 Action plans shall be prepared for the newly added Polluted

River Stretches in a time-bound manner. [Chairman and DLTC
Convener]

2. Monitoring of action plans of delisted rivers shall also be
undertaken to ensure sustained compliance. [Action: DLTC]

3. The District Collectors shall review the action plans on a monthly
basis. [Action: All DCs]

4. Members of the DLTCs of each district shall attend the meetings

of the River Rejuvenation Committee, [Action: Environment
Department]

' 5. Departments that have not updated the details shall update them
within one week. [Action: All concerned Agency/ Department]

6. For activities that are dropped, suitable alternatives shall be

suggested or a clear justification shall be provided. [Action: All
concerned Agency/ Department]



7.

A robust monitoring system, through updation in Google sheets
shall be established to regularly assess the implementation of the
action plans and to ensure that pending activities are identified
and addressed in a timely manner. [Action: Kerala State
Pollution Control Board coordinated by Director Environment]

Based on the recent order of the Hon’ble High Court in W.P.(C)

No. 31236/2023 regarding pollution of the Periyar River, the Special
Secretary stressed the following points:

1.

Conduct comprehensive area mapping and inspections to

identify the sources of pollution, and propose appropriate
remedial measures. [Action: LSGD & LSGIs]

Suitable projects shall be taken up to address issues related to

liquid and solid waste management. [Action: LSGIs coordinated
by Suchitwa Mission]

Propose interventions on  desilting, ~maintenance of
environmental flow (e-flow), construction of dyke walls,
diaphragm wall through the banks of the river Periyar, riverfront
beautification, Environmental Economic Zones, and related
activities. [Action: Irrigation Department]

. Periodical monitoring & corrective measures to be implemented

by polluting entities. [Action: Kerala State Pollution Control
Board]

Tributaries and sub-tributaries shall also be considered in the

action plan to ensure that pollution from these sources is
effectively addressed. [Action: DLTC]

The current availability of funds for implementing these action
plans shall be assessed and taken into consideration.

Director Environment shall coordinate with District Collector
and ensure action is taken in all the above points.

The meeting concluded at 1.15 p.m.
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